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ft FOR. GN TOPICS. 
‘TLANTIC CABLE NOT TO BE 
POSED TAXATION OF IMPORT- 

, ED AGRIQ“ULTURAL PRODUCE IN GER- 
+) MANY—PROGRESS OF THE WAR IN SOUTH 
_ Lowpox, Feb, 6.—The Financier says: 
“The new French cable company, the Poriyer- 
Quertier organization, has abandoned the inten- 
tion to lay. a new cable, and agreed to lease a 
‘wire from: the Anglo-American company, prob- 
ably the French cable laid in 1869.” 

It is reported that Prince Leopold, the eighth 
child and fourth son of Queen Victoria, now in 
the ‘twenty-sixth year of his age, will enter the 
Church of England.  ~ 

‘A Berlin ‘dispatch to the Pall Mall Gazette 
says: “ Proposals have been submitted to the 
Tariff Commission, with Prince Bismarck’s 
approval, for the taxation of imported agri- 
cultural produce. They are as follows: A- 
duty per hundred-weight. on rye of 25 
ptennigs; on barley, ‘osté; and wheat, 50 

mnigs; on cattle, 20 | each; on 

orses, 1 mark each. . The commiseion ad- 
the debate on, this until its 


mover, who acts on behalf of ° 

bre had opportanity to arguments in its 

favor. 

Lord Loftus has ted 

hoceoudediouenet of New South ae 
Cars Bartle ‘Frere, 


issued a 
: “The tish 
Psa oe 
er Gel G had an engagement 
The British loss was trifling, 








LouTra, Feb. 6.— 
of India, has Fahl : 
Feb. 6.—Advices from Samoa 
that civil war is imminent. 
ApEn, Feb. 6,—Ex-President Grant and party 
have sailed for Bombay. They are all wi 


——— 
PRESIDENTIAL FAVORS. 








AN ImporTaRr BATCH OF NOMINATIONS 
SENT TO THE SENATE—MARTIN I. TOWN- 
SEND AND N. P, BANKS INCLUDED IN THE 
LIST. , 

special Dispatch to the New-York Times. 

Wasuineton, Feb. 6.—The President to- 
day sent to the Senate a number of highly im- 
portant nominations. Among them was that 
of J..N. Patterson, to be United States Marshal 
for the. Southern District of New-Hampshire ; 
N. P. Banks, to be Marshalof the Southern 
District of Massachusetts ; Martin I. Townsend, 
ta be United States Attorney for the Northern 
District. of New-York ; Sherman Conant, to be 
United States Marshal for the Northern Dis- 
trict of Florida; John Parker, to be United 
States Marshal for the Western District of 
Michigan, and James;Torrans, to be United 
States Marshal for the Eastern District of 
Arkansas. Mr, Patterson, who is not the ex- 
Senator, as many persons here believe, has held 
the position to which he is now renominated 
for a -mumber of ‘years. Mr. Conant, of Flori- 
da, has been in office eight years and is reap- 
pointed, notwithstanding the substantial decla- 
ration of the Administration that Federal of- 
fice-holders should serve for only two terms. 
Heisafriend of Senator Conover, who voted 
for the confirmation of Collector Merritt, of 
New-York. thereby gaining the good-will of 
Secretary Sherman. 

Martin I. Townstnp.is:the present member 
of Congress from the Seventeenth New-York 
District, and has been in the publis service in 
various capacities for several years. He was 
born in Hancock, Mass., Feb. 6, 1810, and is 
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REAL ESTATE AT AUCTION—Sevawrn Pacr—24 col. 
} re oe WANTED--Sevewrn Pace—2d col. 

Gq NOTICES—Sevenru Pacs—6th col. 
REMOVALS—Sixra Paee—Sth col. 
SHIPPING—Ssvenrn Paas—2d and 3d cols. 
SITUATIONS WANTED—Sucrn Paoe—4th & 5th cols. 
SPECIAL NOTICES—Firru Paee—Tth col. 
STEAM-BOATS—Sevenru Pace—Ath col. 
BSTORAGE—srara Paoe—5th col. - 

STORES, &c., TO LET—Savenru Pacr—1st col, 
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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING. 


BOOTH’S THEATRE.—Turz Dawrres, 
fW ALLACK’S THEATRE,—Ovurs. 
UNION-SQUARE THEATRE —Baweer’s Davanren. 
PARK THEATRE.—Tue Victits—SoLton SHINGLE. 
BTANDARD THEATRE. —H. M. 8./Porarors. 
FIFTH-AVENUE THEATRE—Dnz [Ciypn. _ 
CHICKERING HALL.—At 11 A. M.—Lzcrurs 
LYCEUM THEATRE.—H. M.’S. (Potirons 
NIBLO'S GARDEN THEATRE—S: SLocum 
(THEATRE OOMIQUE.—Vauprvitiez, 
THE AQUARIUM.~Afternoon and Evening, 
SaN FRANCISOO MINSTRELS. —Minsreetsy. 
AMERICAN MUSEU M.—Cunrosrrrzs. 
NATIONAL ACADEMY OF DESIGN.—Warer Coors. 
COOPER INSTITUTB—Butzagp Tovrxameyt 
ACADEMY.—At 2 P. M.—Puitmarwonsc Renmarsar 
a nen E EEE 
THE NEW-YORK | TIMES. 
—_—— ——s -— 
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"Tus Seut-Weexixy Tors, per annum 
"Tue Weeety Ties, per annum 


BRANCH OFFICES OF TRE TIMEs. 

Tar Trees Up-town Office—No. 1,258 Broddway. 

Paris Office of Tur Times—No. 39 Rue de Lafayette. 

Tue Tures is on sale in London at/ No. 449 Strand, W. 
C., from Henrys F. Gillig & Co., andjat Mr. Stevens’, No. 
4 Trafalgar-squate. 

—_———— ye ee 
Copies of the Spanish-American edition of 

Tue Tires can be hadi at the publication 
‘office. Price, 5 cents. 
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The Signal Service Bureau report indicates |, 


for. 4o-day, in the + Middle : States, clearing 
weather during the day, preceded by light 
* snow near the coast during the morning, with 
light northerly to westerly winds, rising barom- 
eter, and no decided change in temperature. 
—_ 

To apreciate the full value: of the ‘testi- 
mony of Messrs. WeED and}PxuTon in re- 
gardto the negotiations for‘the purchase 
of the South Carolina” Returning Board, it 
is necessary to bear in mind the fact that, 
while on the face of the returns Hampron 
was elected by 1,400 majority, the Hayes 
Electors were on the same returns elected 
by'S00 majority. Hence the complaint 
from Weep, ‘‘ no aid from Hampton party, 
who, to say the least, are indifferent,” and 
hence the statements made at the time by 
South Carolina Democrats that Hampron 
had been handicapped by the in- 
terference of the Tilden ¢missaries. It 
was the duty of -the Returning 
Board to go behind the returns and throw 

‘out the vote of precincts where fraud or 
{ntimidation had been clearly shown to 
have effected the result. Assuming, what 
has not: yet been proved, that the South 

Carolina Returning Board were a set 
of ' venal _ rascals, it would have re- 
quired the exercise of no ordina- 
ry dexterity to have so cooked the 
returns as to elect both Hampron and 
TiLpeN. Hampron’s, only chance lay in 
adbering to the face of the returns ; Ti- 
DEN’s consisted in {going behind them, 
There was, indeed, @ plan first to seat 
Hauprox and then to appoint a new Can- 
vassing Board to reopen the returns and 
give the certificate to the Tilden Electors. 
Chief-Justice Mosts of fragant memory, and 
Judge WILLARD, not unknown in this State, 
did their best to promote this plan, but it 
was defeated by the decisive action of the 
State Canvassers. A review of these events 
may / suggest explanations of the abortive 
issue of the plot to purchase the board, en- 
tirely disconnected with the alleged Spartan 
virtue of Mr. TiLpEN or the impecuniosity 
“g the Democratic Committee, ‘ 
{he Democrats in the Senate are eurious- 
ly and it would seem unnecessarily embar- 
“Yaased by the constitutional amendment 
forbidding the payment of war claims, Mr. 

_ BAYARD yesterday tried to throw it over by 


8 point of order that it should be regarded 


& Senate resolution—a fine distinction, 
p mstive of which is plainer than its 


sonal ‘ representative 





phalanx, Vicctekautie as whiot he dared not 
tell the whole truth. 


struet the Army, and muster out many offi- 
cers, was tacked to'a simple appropriation 
for the Army, overwhelming it with its 
superior volume and importance. This was 
done in Committee of the Whole. . The 
House, on a yea and nay vote, may defeat 
the mischievous scheme. Emboldened by 
the success of this trick, another clique 
thoved as an amendment to the Appropria- 
tion bill the proposition to transfer the 
Indian Bureau to the Army. The House 
adjourned before a vote could ‘be taken 
upon it, bat, asthe amendment was ruled 
in order, Wwe may suppose that it will go to 
the House from the Committee of the Whole 
asa part of the Appropriation bill. Possi- 
bly, there are other schemes to be stuck on 
this twice-patched measure, but the whole 
fabric may yet fall into confusion and 
wreck, 


Mr. ECOLESINE introduced in the Assem- 
bly yesterday a bill to add a million of dol- 
lars to the City debt. The money is to be 
expended by the Department of Parks in 
“improving the drives and public squares, 
other than Central. Park, north of Fortieth- 
street, and south of Harlem River.” 


|} This somewhat ‘evasive description of 


the purpose of the bill seems in- 
tended to avoid the netessity of 
naming either Riverside or Morningside 
Park, both of which have a bad odor at 
Albany from the numerous abortive at- 
tempts which were made some years ago to 
procure appropriations for their completion. 
When the West Side improvements north of 
Central Park, on which so many millions have 
been spent, begin to be productive, it will be 
time enough to open a new era of expendi- 
ture in that quarter of the City. At pres- 
ent its improvement is proceeding quite as 
rapidly as the needs of population demand, 
and rather more rapidly than is quite com- 
patible with the ability of the City to foot 


its share of the bills. 
eres 


MR; TILDEN’S PLEA OF IGNORANCE. 


Mr, TILDEN’s nephew was on the stand 
yesterday, and told what he was willing to 
tell regarding the attempts to purchase 
Electoral votes. He admitted all that 
Weep had said the day before touching the 
corrupt negotiations in South Carolina, and 
he confessed to others set on foot by Mar- 
BLE in Florida. He had received telegrams 
conveying the terms proposed, and he had 
answered, substantially accepting them. 
He chose to say that he did this on 
his own responsibility; when compelled, 
to admit that he could not have carried out 
the bargains into which he had entered 
from any means of his own, he said that he 
had intended to lay the matter before the 
Democratic National Committee. Mean- 
while, he sought to commit the officials 
whom it was proposed to corrupt, and to 
gain time, which he “thought would 
be an advantage, As to Mr.. Ti- 
pEW’s knowledge. of, and connection 
with, the dirty. business, ‘he ° was 
very cautious. He admitted, however, that 
Mr. TrupEN learned of the transactions in 
which WEED was engaged; that it was on 
account of this knowledge that, on the oeca- 
sion of his visit to Baltimore, he was or- 
dered home by his uncle ; that the day after 
his return Mr. Trupen scolded him, and 
said, “in very emphatic language,” that he 
“shad no business” to do what he had been 
doing. Weep, on his cross-examination 
Wednesday evening, gave very much the 
same account of his treatment by TipeEn. 


We have thus arrived.at certainty on a 
point which was left open to inference only 
by WeeEp’s evidence. We know that on the 
21st of November, 1876, Mr. TrLpen knew 
of what had been done to eorrupt the 
Returning Board of South Carolina by 
one of. his ‘intimate political . friends 
and aids, in complicity with his nephew, 
who was also his confidential po- 
lens | agent .and his immediate per- 
in the campaign. 
Two years later Mr.) TILDEN saw fit, in'a 
ecard to the public, to convey the impres- 
sion that he knew nothing of these plots. 
He did not say in so many words that he 
knew nothing of them ; but he did say that 


he had not seen the telegrams -relating to 


them or had the contents communicated to 


him. He added; in an elaborate sentence, 
drawn with a lawyer’s skill to appear full, 
while evading an essential point, that no 
such plots could have come within the range 
of his power without that power being in- 
stantly exerted to crush them out. As he 
did‘ not. say that he had ever engaged in 


crushing plots of this character, every one. 


supposed. that they had never come 
to his knowledge. Mr. Tr.pen meant that 


every one should suppose this. If he did 
not make the direct assertion, if he chose. 
-to leave his ignorance to an imference 
which every one would draw, and yet which | 


was not a necessary inference from his lan- 


sy | guage, that was in the hope that the matter | 708 se 
. grr ken swcna tenet cgrngaettenyg de it : 





If we are to accept the theory which Mr. 
TILDEN’s agents are trying to establish on 
the witness-stand, as they have already 
tried to establish it in the press and on the 
floor of Congress, we must believe that he 
was an unsuspecting and careless old 
man, who ‘put himself in the hands 
of his friends,” who left everything to 
them, who knew nothing of what was 
going on in his behalf, and who, 
when he discovered their’ wickedness, 
reproved them with mild displeasure, and 
was too good-natured and too innocent to 
see that anything more was required of 
him. Nothing could be more inconsistent 
with Mr. Trupen’s known character, and 
with all the facts of his political career. 
He is, and has always, been an active, keen, 
vigilant manager of his own affairs, in gen- 
eral and indetail. He hassmall confidence in 
any one, knows to a shade the responsibility 
of a public man, fully appreciates the value 
of public esteem, and has always closely 
regulated every step made by or for him in 
his political projects. He is the last man 
for whom any relative or friend would bind 
himself to pay $50,000, $80,000, $200,- 
000, trusting to the result to justify the 
bargain. and secure reimbursement. In 
order to have been the innocent, dull, 
“goody” sort of person he is represented 
as being throughout this game for the 
purchase of the Presidential office, Mr. 
Trpen must have changed every fibre of 
his character, every. impulse, habit, and 
purpose of his mind, That he had not 
done 80 as late &s the 16th of October last 
is abundantly proved by his adroit card of 
that date, in which it was evident that he 
had lost none of his ancient cunning, and 
had gained not a whit of the ingenuousness 
which the theory of his friends now at- 
tributes to him. 


STATE SUPERVISION IN THEORY 
AND PRACTICE. 

When the time comes for deciding 
whether the Insurance Department shall 
be retained or abolished, 1t will be desira- 
ble to draw a broad line between the gen- 
eral question of State supervision and the 
personal issues which now confuse and em- 
bitter its discussion. The abolition of the 
department as a means of getting rid of 
Superintendent SuyTa would be as inox- 
eusable as its continuance, for no other 
purpose than to Keep him in office and frus- 
trate the attacks of his opponents. Mr. 
Suyru’s qualifications, alliances, and 
methods are proper matters for considera- 
tion in connection with his occupancy of 
the office; but they are germane to the 
question of supervision only so far as they 
illustrate the influences which detract from 
the usefulness of the department. For 
similar reasons, it is necessary to dismiss 
as unworthy of serious treatment the 
declarations of companies in favor of 
SmytTu and supervision. A glance at these 
expressions of opinion as published, and 
at the list of companies from which they 
emanate, is sufficient to determine their 
inadmissibility as proof of the value of 
supervision to policy-holders and the pub- 
lic. We'might by an analysis show, first, 
that of the companies whose certificates are 
paraded few deal with life insurance, which 
is the principal interest concerned in the 
question of supervision; and, next, that 
the department is upheld, not as an agency 
for protecting ‘the public, but as a means 
of ereating confidence in the companies. 
But the main objection to this sort of. testi- 
mony is that it emanates from the interest 
whichis to be regarded watchfully, if not 
with distrust,—not from the interest which 
should be supreme in the judgment of the 
Legislature. So far as:life insurance is in- 
volyed, the policy-holders are entitled to 
the foremost place, and it is not pretended 
that they confide in the department or 
have been benefited by its action. 

The maintenance of a department is cer- 
tainly not required for the business of fire 
insurance. Important as it is, and difficult 
asits process of adjustment often is, the 
solvency of the companies transacting it 
involves none of the minute, technical con- 
sideration that is inseparable from the in- 
surance of lives. . There are no remote and 
contingent risks. Everything is plain and 
on the surface. A company has certain lia- 
bilities, and certain assets to provide for 
them. Are both correctly stated? Are 
the assets what they are represented to be? 
If yes, the company ranks as solvent. If , 
no, the company should be required to re- 
plenish exhausted or impaired capital or to 
wind ap its business. A clerk in the Con- 
troller’s office can perform all requisite su-- 
pervision. Beyond this, the law should pro- 
vide stern punishment for the authors 
of false statements, and should fa- 


law is defective in these 


cilitate an ‘equitable: winding up. The:| sto 


these particulars, 


‘Itas too easily satisfied with regard to in- 
dsdeaks : 


{Ser dae enn ett i 
down the energy and self-reliance which | ti 
are essential to success. What is true of | 4 





“part to food material, t 
the effort to meet the change in the situa- 


the theory as a whole is true of so much of | e 


‘it as is involved in the present form of State | 
supervision over life insurance, It does not 


fulfill its promises. It promises that none 
but sound, well-managed 
transact business; the failures that have 
ocenrred, thefrauds that have been brought 
to light, the mismanagement that prevails, 
the reasons for distrust which at this mo- 
ment abound, are so many proofs that the 
department does not come up to the stand- 
ard by which it must be judged. Insolvent 
companies havegone on transacting business, 
—companies, we mean, which were known to 
be unsound,—and the department has by non- 
action given them its-sanction. It has been 
silent in the presence of shameful misman- 
agement, has made no effort to correct no- 
torious abuses, has tolerated statements, 
which to any intelligent observer have sug~- 
gested weakness and wrong; and the policy- 
holders, trusting to its vigilance, have been 
victimized with impunity, A supervision 
which thus allows people.to be entrapped 
is doubly mischievous : it virtually gives 
to rotten companies a certificate of 
soundness, and it induces the public to 
waive the exercise of the suspicious vigi- 
lance which would be called into play if 
every policy-holder, and every intending in- 
surer, understood that they must depend on 
their own sagacity for protection. 

We are reminded that, to be consistent, 
the abrogation of State supervision in its 
present form should be accompanied with 
the relinquishment of all State authority 
over the companies, There is a marked dis- 
tinction, however, befween a guardianship 
that professes to allow none but solvent 
companies to transact business, and the 
control which exacts the means of deter- 
mining the conditien of companies invested 
with important privileges, and provides for 
the punishment of those in charge of com- 
panies who use their power corruptly or 
for fraudulent ends. The failure of 
the department to justifywpits preten- 
sions proceeds in part, no‘ doubt, 
from conditions incident’ to ‘ partisan 
governient, but also, in a large degree, 
from circumstances inherent in the system. 
While urging the abandonment of a system 
whose operation has been fraught. with mis- 
chief, we ask that the law shall furnish to 
policy-holders and the public the in‘forma- 
tion required for a correct judgment as to 
the condition of the companies and the na- 
ture of their management ; and that it 
shall farther deal sternly with the responsi- 
ble officers and Trustees’of companies 
whose exhibits are false, or whose ynsound- 
ness‘is the result of negligence or fraud. 

—_—__——oOOO 
THE CAUSES'OF COMMERCIAL DE- 
PRESSION. 

Prof. THoROLD Rogzrs, of the University 
of Oxford; examines at’ some length, in the 
last number of the Princeton Review, the 
causes of the commercial depression from 
which we: have just. begun to recover. 
His article is remarkable in that it is 
not confined to the purely economic condi- 
tions of the problem, but embraces also, 


} and with much elearness and vigor, not only 


political but moral conditions, and especially 
the latter. The writer, whose distinction 
in some of the driest and most laborious 
fields of investigation, is everywhere recog- 
nized, has rendered a signal benefit to 
American readers in discussing so forcibly 
the withering effect of commercial and 
financial dishonesty, whether in individuals, 
or in classes and Goveraments. 
Among the purely economic forces which 
have tended to disturb trade, he places 
foremost the decrease in the production of 
gold and the consequent fall. of prices. 
Though this is a foree whichis not sus- 
susceptible of accurate caloulatioh, and 
though the estimates of ‘the extent of the 
decrease and of its effect vary widely, 
there can be no doubt of its,existence. It 
has been greatly aided by a dangerous and 
excessive use of credit, in insidious forms, 


evading control’ and relaxing the: sense of 


caution and responsibility, but'in itself, 

and without reference to other causes, it 

has unquestionably been considerable. A 

steady fallin prices affects, first, stocks on 

hand ; seeond, the riage lotaplnn te 
interest 


under high prices has been paid ; third, the 
payment of taxes, made with increased dif- 


fieulty, because taxes rarely lessen, and, 80 


far as they go to meet the interest on the | changed 


enormous public indebtedness of the civil- 


ised mor, cannot grey Jesse 5 ad, 


shall 


of trade will be seriously interfered with, 
and thesuffering which it is sought to alle- 
viate will be aggravated and prolonged. 

’ But, as we have intimated, Prof. Rocrrs 
lays special stress on the malign influence 
of commercial dishonesty. Pressed by com- 
petition, embarrassed by debts hastily and 
recklessly incurred, baulked by the general 
influences which have disturbed trade and 
léssened profits, traders and minufacturers 
in some degree resort to adulteration of 
goods, to tricks of deception in obtaining 
credit, and to unwarranted ventures 
which have for their eommon result 
the’ betrayal. of confidence and the 
partial‘ ruin of the general mass of 
persons who necessarily rely on the honesty 
of their. fellow-men. .‘‘ It is impossible,” 
says Prof. Roagks, “ to. exaggerate the im- 
portance in our days of enforcing commer- 
cial integrity. If people could realize the 
mischief which dishonest sharpness inflicts, 
the jest with which people are too apt to 
greet knavery would turn to quick, sudden, 
and searching wrath. , A successful rogue 
is the whitest of white elephants— 
the costliest product which a-nation can 
manufacture. It may be confidently as- 
serted,that commercial depression would 
be infrequent and brief, commercial crises 
would. be extinct phenomena, if commer- 
cial probity were rigorously exacted from 
men, if reckless dealing were discoun- 
tenanced, and commercial frauds severely 
punished.” “ From the effects which flow 
from human passions and human vices, 
from ambition and greed, from the crim- 
inal acts which do mischief to all, 
though they are only directed against 
individual races or individual. persons, 
there is no escape, unless men sternly and 
steadily discountenance that which is as 
‘debasing as it is ruinous; and which, as na- 
tions became more united by the strong but 
subtle bond of reciprocal benefits, have a 
wider and therefore a more noxious sway.” 
This is a lesson to which no community can 


or ought more to take heed than our own. 
—_—_—_—__—_ 


POLITICAL THIMBLERIGGING. 

A telegraphic dispatch from Detroit an- 
nounces that the Michigan Greenbackers 
have changed the date of their convention 
to Feb. 28. This is not a matter of -great 
importance, but it is a sign that the Green- 
backers and the Democrats of Michigan 
propose a final fusion. On the first Mon- 
day in April, township officers will be 
chosen throughout the State, anda Justice 
of the Supreme Court and two Regents of 
the, State University will. be elected. The 
State ticket does not carry any great prizes, 
but all parties are desirous of secur- 
ing control+of township officers. For 
this reason, if for no other, the Green- 
backers have evinced a desire to 
coalesce with the Democrats at any sacri- 
fice... The majority of the Greenback or 
“National” Party in Michigan is made up 
by deserters from the Democracy. In other 
words, the Democratic Party in that State 
is split in twain, the soft-money wing being 
known as “‘ the Nationals,” and the hard- 
money wing retaining the name and tradi- 
tions of the old organization. The only 
question now is, whether the inflationists 
or the hard-money men shall manage the 
Demoeratic Party. 

The course pursued by the Michigan 
Greenbackers admirably illustrates the low- 
est form of American - polities. Bearing 
in mind the fact that the . Greénback 
Party in Michigan is only an offshoot 
from the Democratic Party, and that a 
union of these two * factions: is ‘neces: 
sary to beat the Republicans, it is easy to 
see that the main question before the lead- 
ers of each organization is as to which shall 
appear to swallow the other. The Democrats 
called a convention to meet at Lansing, 
March 6, by a vote in their Central Com- 
mittee. - Immediately, - "the _Greetibackers 
called a convention for March 4. . This was 
intended to mean that the Greenbackers, 
being first in the field, would take up a line 
of battle. The Democrats, coming later, 


‘| must fall in with those who had preceded 


‘them, or run ‘the’ risk }of being defeated. 
This was a challenge to ‘the Democracy. 
But the Democratic State Central Commit- 
tee, being wise in their day and generation, 
the date of their convention to 





ss, td mai hat | triote, 


rule,” ’ is the utterance of as srrant a 
Setaggv an pale! iene aoe 
The fact remains that the Democratic 


rifice of status by the Greenback leaders. 
They, at least, must be in a position to 
claim their share of possible spoils. If they 
swallow the Democrats, after , organizing 
and waiting for results, they will keep up 


proportion of the offices. If they are gwal- 
lowed by the Democrats, the hope of their 
gainsis gone. Therefore, the Michigan can- 
yass, like the recent contest in Maine, is @ 
valgar and sordid squabble for the spoils of 
office. There is neither pringiple nér party 
life involved in a scramble like this. In- 
partial observers will look on with lively 
curiosity to see which of the two bands of 


schomers will outwit the other. 
ee 


Certain tax-payers of Jefferson Conn 
have set an example which might with 
vantage be followed throughont. the State. 
At.a public meeting in Watertown, yes- 
terday, resolutions were passed favoring 


biennial sessions of the meng , calling 
for greater economy at Albany, favoring a 
the. courts sand 


Scccmaatae tae Ponsi . Arrearages 
enoune e on 
which recently became law. Both State and 
National tures would be: none the 
worse of frequent and direct reminders that 
those who have to : for their extrava- 
onc asta ei ay ul of the: men who 
responsible for it. Some less impersonal 
syniateln a that of ~ ress is needed in 
times like these to remind the ordinary popu- 
lar Representative that his sins, of pc i a 
or of commission are 
they will have their due effect about elec- 
tion time. Legislators of all grades pro- 
fess.to be ren | devoted to retrench- 
ment, but a decided majority of them seem 
° posed to its orga enforeement, Pub- 
lie meetings could not be held: to better 
purpose than to give someplain hints about 
the bong wate 4 of cceacltnn political *pro- 
fession and legislative practice. 
—_————— 

In the docks of Malmé is now building an 
fron screw steamer of 350 tons at the expense of 
Mr. SrBrrtakory, and destined to go, via the Suez 
Canal and the Pacific Ocean, to the northern coast 
of Siberia, where the Vega, the principal vessel of 


‘| the Nordenskjdld Arctic’ expedition - lies. block- 


aded by ice, east of the mouth of the Lena. Mr. 
Srpreiakorr is a merchant of Irkotsk, and noted 
forthe great exeftions he has made during many 
years to procure an outlet to the European markets 
for the products. of Siberia." Mr. DicksoN, a mer- 
chant of Gdteborg, and the originator of the expe- 
dition, is also sending a vessel tothe relief of the 
Vega, but from the opposite direction, along the 
coasts of Norway and ‘Russia. Thus, there is good 
hope that the expedition will finally succeed, in 
spite of the disaster which has befallen it. 





Dr. Vastit Perrovrron Borxin; tle Ozar’s 
physician, who proposed the bold measure of stamp- 
ing out the Russian plague by destroying all the 
infested villazes, is the: very man for such an 
emergency. Born ina comparatively humble. sta- 
tion, he owes his present rank wholly to his own 
abilities and his imperial master’s quick apprecia- 
tion of them. His saill unquestionably saved the 
life of the Prince Imperial in 1872, and. prolonged 
for several years that of M. Nixoual Mitutine, Rus- 
sian, Secretary for Poland, after the latter's pros: 
tration by paralysis in Desember, 1866. His ap- 
pearance isin perfest harmony with his character. 
Tall, grave, sallow, taciturn, always composed, 
never using two words where one will suffice, he 
seems made for those dangerous crises which utterly 
bewilder: ordinary men. The existing ~problem, 
however, will unquestionably task bis powers to 
the utmost; for those who have seen the ialf-stag- 


festering mud which beset the Lower Volga from 
Astrakhan right up to Sarepta, may well wonder, 
not that such a region should be™ so frequently 
seourged by disease, but that it should ever be free 
from it at all. 


The fact that the late Ricuarp Henry Dana 
was regarded as an invalid until he had reached 50, 
and yet outlived all his contemporaries, is not so un- 
common as it appears. The opinion that it is usually 
the healthfal, robust men who attain ‘longevity, 
while it is prevalent, is not correct. Many of our 
citizens now over 70, and likely to last much 








their name and be ready to demand their 


nant channels; shallow lagoons, and wide wastes of. 


ng 
" Until Bavaro Tarior’s death, hardly 
of his friends knew that he had been twiee ma 
most of them learning the fact for the fi 


had a career before him. The two met, : 


thought it would result in anything, 
parents did not wish that it should, fc 
ed young TAYLO® as a dreamy, unprac al fe 
who would never be able to take eare of & wits 
was engaged, however, at 19, and after 
turned from abroad and pu 
Afoot,” his rural friends were very 
and the parental Aanrws looked most. 
his suit. fe musa ages 
rustic gossips said his reputation and” & 
edge of the world had partially” 
him of . his boyish affection, men to 
saw Many from time to time, and drove ne 
Cass seek: dar in the late Autamn, and she 
caught cold, which brought on consumption, When 
it beeame evident that she could not live, it was de~ 
cided that they should be married, and she rose from 
her bed by an effort of will, and buoyed. up by ex. 
eitement, went through the ceremony. She then re 


six weeks later in her husband's arms. 
buried at Longwood, the name of 4 

and grave-yard of the Progressive Friends, in Chew 
ter County, 25 miles from Philadelphia. There” 
BaYAaRp TAYLOor’s, remains will be laid along with 
those of other members of his family. . Before the 
civil war, yearly meetings of the Friends used to be. 
held at Longwood, and such men as GARRISON, 
Puiniips, Warrrizr, Feep. Doveiass, and Roe | 
ER? PuRvVEs took part in them. : 





port presented by the well-known expert, Dr. E.R 
Squrse, of Brooklyn, to the Medieal Society of the 


vestigations have shown to be so general, flagrant, 


perience that the consumer cannot be relied apon 
to initiate prosecutions where berger | 


the consumer from the rapacity of pase beth oo 
manufacturers; nor has our experience with such. 


citizen to look to them for the correction of great 
and general class abuses. As respects the definition 
of adulteration, Dr. Squips’s proposed. bill has the 
lucidness that would be expected from an expert ac 


a little more prone to shoot wide of the matk when 
the discussion of remedies is the principal point, 
than the average common 
Board of Health in this City, for instance, has 
competent jurisdietion to deal with this quem 
tion in most of its aspects; .and yet, ‘ even a 
concerns milk adulteration, one of the simplest of 
them all, it has lamentably failed. What guarantes 
is there that a State Board would manage this matter 
with more efficiency, or bring out of it a moredefinite 
andisatisfactory result? An army of Inspectors could . 
by no means seriously abate this nuisance. so long as 
the consumer is indifferent or disinclined to act. It 
is principally the great mass of consumers who are 
constantly in possession of the evidenee, Au ac 
cessible expert should be provided, invested with the. 
duty of examining samples submitted to him by com 
sumers, without expense to them, and the result” 
of such examination should be in the natare of evi- 
dence, when the identity of the article issworn to by 
the buyer and the examination itself attested under 
oath by the Inspector, and should constitute suffi 
¢ient cause for the issue of a warrant by any Police 
or other Justice. The correctness of the éXamina- 
tion being questioned, the sample could be analyzed 


is corroborative of the previous testimony. Such 


viction, ,the 
the time expended, or being entitled to a certain por 
tion of the fine imposed. Such a system as this 

ates no burdensome and expensive board, and a 
furnishes the consumer with a sufficient motive for : 
vigilance. : 





GENERAL NOTES. 


ing corn four days last week. 

Senator Vance will make his homein rt 
lotte, N. ©., actin. end will preston lame WAPRIRaY 
Washington. ry 

Hon. John G. Sinclair, one of hikiead, 
eratic war horses of New-Hampahire; 1s ehaae te. 
move to Florida. : 

The Young Men’s Christian Associations 
Maryland will hold a State convention ia ¢ 
Feb, 23, 24, and 25. 
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A gift of $12,000 has been made to the Bost 
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Mr. Franklin S. Mills, the Asso 





There is one important omission ae 


and outrageous. While it has been shown by ex 


turned to her Sta bor bacon Gaal re: 


State of New-York, respesting the sdulterstioncf 
food and medicines in this country, which recentins = 


bureaus been so happy as to incline the average — JS 


quainted by actual laboratory expérience with all — 
its tricks and methods. Sutan expert is, périaps, 


Phe 


by another competent expert appointed by the Jus. — 
tice, such examination to be conclusive, provided it 
aia 
experts need not of necessity be salaried men, but 
may be compensated by a definite fee for each come | 5 
consumer receiving payment. 458 —95) 
witness at such rates as shall fairly compensate for” 
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